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CHAPTER  3

Town and Gown

CONTROVERSIES   OF

THE   SIXTEENTH   CENTURY

Reason is Unity. . . . All arts
lie in man, though not all are ap-
parent. The awakening brings
them out. To be taught is noth-
ing; everything is in man, 'wait-
ing to be awakened.

PARACELSUS

n 1507, at the age of fourteen, Theophrastus
changed the sooty jacket of the metal worker for a velvet hat
and yellow scarf, the attire of the traveling student. With other
scholares, he wandered from school to school, but no university
gave him the knowledge he craved. In Heidelberg he found the
students more intent on pleasure than on knowledge. Freiburg
was a "house of indecency," In Ingolstadt he felt frustrated by
the dogmatic instruction of its orthodox schoolmen. At Cologne
he fretted at the obscurantism which was soon to become the